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                   Scientific Diving Program- Office of Marine Operations 
                      Oregon State University, B308P Kerr Administration Building, Corvallis, Oregon 331

         Off 541-737-6893; Cell 541-740-4577; Fax 541-737-3093  
         http://research.oregonstate.edu/ori/diving email: diving.safety@oregonstate.edu

OSU offers FW430/530 Introduction to Scientific Diving every Spring term. Permission of Instructor is required to register, so interested students should review the prerequisites listed below and contact Kevin Buch, Diving Safety Officer for more details. Prior to the beginning of the term, class participants will need to have submitted an OSU Scientific Diving Application and Medical History, OSU/AAUS Medical Evaluation, and proof of diving accident insurance (Divers Alert Network or equivalent). The OSU scientific diver swim evaluation must be completed at the first lab session. A lab fee of $463 will be required which will cover use of scuba gear and field trip expenses for the entire course. This course meets American Academy of Underwater Sciences (AAUS) standards for certification at the Scientific Diver level, and upon completion the student will be authorized as an OSU AAUS Scientific Diver. The course includes lectures, confined water training, 12 open water dives, and nitrox certification. 
Course Title  Introduction to Scientific Diving FW430 - FW530 
Minimum Course Prerequisites

· Permission of Instructor

· Submission of an AAUS/OSU Scientific Diving Application and Diving Medical History to the OSU DSO

· Submission of an AAUS/OSU Medical Evaluation of Fitness for Scuba Diving showing no contraindications for diving to the OSU DSO

· Complete the OSU scientific diver swim evaluation (first lab session)
· Rescue Diver certification from a recognized training agency (NAUI, PADI, SDI, SSI, etc). Experience in lieu of training may be recognized by the DSO

· Current certifications in CPR, First Aid, AED, and Oxygen Administration (can be acquired during term)
· Proof of diving accident insurance (Divers Alert Network or equivalent)

· Student must provide basic snorkeling gear, suitable exposure protection, cutting tool, light, slate, and underwater timing device

Recommended Course Prerequisites

· Cold water diving experience; experience with cold water exposure protection (drysuit, thick wetsuit, thick or dry gloves)
Learning Outcomes (GRAD 430)-(Grad Students, ask about additional requirements for GRAD 530)


Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:

· Demonstrate the ability to safely execute dives that incorporate basic scientific data collection techniques producing legible, accurate, data
· Formulate a dive and emergency plan conforming to OSU and American Academy of Underwater Sciences (AAUS) standards

· Demonstrate the ability to work underwater in close proximity to the bottom without contacting or disturbing the bottom environment

· Perform scuba skills and underwater tasks while remaining neutrally bouyant and holding depth constant (proficiency with mid-water buoyancy)

· Perform a complete rescue, including ascent and extrication, of a simulated unresponsive diver with the aid of one assistant, including victim assessment and administration of appropriate first aid 

· Meet AAUS and OSU requirements for admission into the OSU Scientific Diving Program as a Scientific Diver

· Demonstrate safe use of standard nitrox breathing gas mixtures

· Demonstrate academic mastery in the areas of diving physics, diving physiology and decompression, diving equipment, diving environments, and scientific diving techniques

· Maintain an accurate diving log in accordance with OSU and AAUS policies 

· Demonstrate the ability to work safely and successfully as part of a scientific diving team
Contact: Kevin L. Buch, Diving Safety Officer (kevin.buch@oregonstate.edu)
B308P Kerr Administration Bldg. Office) 541-737-6893; Cell) 541-740-4577; Fax) 541-737-3093
